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Evolution 

J would like to ask Mr. Bouma (see ‘Stu 
dents Re-Think Evolution,’ Jan. HIS) to find 
a copy of J. R. Dummelow's The One Vol- 
ume Bible Commentary printed by the Alac 
Millan Company and read the short chapter 
on page XXX. J think it would open his eyes 
to many things. 

J think it is a great mistake to place a stum 
bling block in the spiritual path of our young 
people in the form of a hypothetical and en 
tirely imaginary argument between the Gen 
esis account of creation and the theories of 
evolution. This is an old, worn-out argument 
over which many of our young people have 
lost their faith, being faced with the problem 
of having to accept either the creation theory 
or the evolution theory, and, having accepted 
one, to reject the other completely. 

Actually, there is no argument between 
creation and evolution, as if there were two 
equal viewpoints . . . We should see the 
God created all . . 
and now sustains it. But two things we do 


»roblem in this way 
I 


not know, and J dont believe Genesis tells 
us: 1 What method did God use in His 
creating? 2). How long did God take for this 
much of His creative work—up to man? Jn 
answering these two questions evolution may 
have something to offer us, but it must be 
thought of as a only a 
certainly nothing over which to lose 
our Christian faith. Who are we to limit God 
in His methods of working? And what good 
will we have gained if we find out in the end 
that we have won our paltry issue, but have 
caused thousands of souls to lose their hopbe 


subordinate issue 
method 


of eternal life? And won't we be embarrassed 
if we discover at the end of the road that we 
have been wrong all along, and have lost out 
completely? And suppose we should get all 
nen to reject the evolution theories—they 
certainly do not become Christians for that 

When we retire to our rooms at the close 
of a day to commune Father in 
Heaven, matter at all to us then 
whether God created the world in six days or 
The important thing 
then is that we are His children and can have 
communion with Him. Do you see? Evolution 


with our 


does it 


in six millenniums? .. . 


is not a spiritual issue if seen in its proper 
light. 
Seattle, Washington Carl M. Helgerson 
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J think the title ‘Live’ would be very fine. 
University of Iowa 
Botany Department Gertrude Kellog 
How about ABOVE? 


Sheboygan, Wiscensin Barbara Wilson 


Black Magic 
HIS is definitely 

tian college youth 

peared quite a while ago, entitled 


on the beam” for Chris 

An article which ap 
Black 
Black Book ‘Magic’,’ HIS, Nov. 
was the spur which enlivened and en 


Magic’ (see 
1943 
riched my own devotional life greatly. 

Houghton College Myron Bromley 
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Rather than live in regret over the past, give God your sec- 


ond best and let Him make a success of your new beginning. 


If you have missed God’s best 


by P, KENNETH GEISER, M. D. 


ve day I visited a young doctor 
who was sick, Under the pressure 
of a successful practice he had cracked 
up, and I had gone as a personal friend 
to see him. Apparently this was the first 
time in a long, long time that he had 
stopped long enough to really take in- 
ventory. What was all this work about? 
What of all this money he was making? 
Was he spending his life as God wanted 
him to? 

And then it seemed that I, a mission- 
ary on furlough, happened along. 

I listened at length to this man as he 
unburdened his soul: His early ambi- 
tions to be a missionary. How he worked 
his way through medical school. How 
arrangements with the mission board 
were completed and departure plans 
were being made. Then opposition from 
one of his parents causing him suddenly 
to change his mind. 

“ve lived in regret ever since,” he 
said several times . . . 

I had little comfort to offer that day 
except to advise that if he was really 
living in regret the best thing for him to 
do was to sell out everything immedi- 
ately and get to the field. 

Since then I’ve thought about that in- 
cident many times and‘wondered about 
the advice I gave him. Now I’m not so 
sure that it was good. 


I can’t help believing that today there 
are many Christians in this country and 
elsewhere who are living lives of defeat 
and remorse. 

Perhaps the Lord asked you to do 
something that you haven’t done. And 
since then it has been a source of con- 
stant disappointment to you, and even 
now in the long stretches of the night 
you sometimes awaken to say, “I should 
have done this or that in spite of every- 
thing.” 

Yes, but the facts are that you did not 
then. And now it may be too late to try 
to go back. Thus your job now is to 
serve God where and when you can, do- 
ing whatever He gives you now to do. 

The amazing thing about the grace of 
God is that even if you were not willing 
to give Him your best when He asked 
for it, and now it is too late, He will 
still take and use to the highest possible 
extent your second best. 

The thing to remember, however, is 
that your second best must, now that 
you have confessed your failure before 
Him, become your first best. 

Right here we also need to remember 


Dr. Gieser is a young graduate of North- 
western University medical school and has 
already put in six years as a missionary in 
China. He hopes to go back soon, as an eye 
specialist. 





that none of us is in a position to sit 
back and condemn any man by saying 
that he was guilty of not doing God’s 
will. That is for God to decide—not you 
or me. God’s will! is not the same for all 
of us nor does the Holy Spirit lead every 
man in the same direction. 

Our job is to keep ourselves in the 
place where God can use us to the high- 
est possible extent now, under these 
circumstances, and in spite of past fail- 
ures. The door may not be open now 
to do the thing you know God wanted 
you to doa year ago. 

That does not mean there are no open 
doors! 

God will bless you for every effort 
you put forth, even if you feel you 
missed His main great pattern for your 
life or any part of it. 

So put forth the same zeal with your 


Sunday school class that you would if 
they were black youngsters in the heart 
of Africa, They need the Gospel just as 
much! God may have a far greater min- 
istry for you here at home than you 
have any idea about—and He will give 
you happiness and satisfaction in it— 
the sense of frustration will soon leave. 

Let’s honestly let God know we are 
ready to do whatever He wants us to do 
now, Go or stay. Speak or keep silent. 
Be the center of the whole activity—or 
be the smallest cog in a great organiza- 
tion. Be in the limelight or be in con- 
tinual obscurity. Forgetting those things 
which are bebind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, J 
press toward the mark for the prize of 
the bigh calling of God in Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 3:13-14). 


duce “Jo Young Wen 


Pray every night and shave every morning. 


Keep your conscience clean, also your linen. 


Let your light shine and shine your shoes. 


Press your advantages, your opportunities, and your trousers. 


Brush the cobwebs from your brain and the dandruff from your collar. 


Take liberties with grammar, if you will, but not in games of chance. 


The polite liar easily becomes a plain liar. 


Covet a golden tongue more than a greenback. 


Be poor in spirit but not in vocabulary. 


Don't mix your metapbors, but nevertheless be a good mixer. 


Jt is better to establish a good precedent than to follow a bad one. 


Jt is better to lose a good fight than to win a bad one. 


Never allow temporal trivialities to displace eternal verities. 


Always be content with what you bave but never with what you are. 


— Advance. 
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Here is the tremendous story of Good News Publishers of 
Chicago and its president Clyde Dennis who looks forward to 
worldwide expansion of his tract and publication ministry. 


Good News for the World 


by Dou Hoke 


ounG Clyde Dennis, president of 

Good News Publishers, has some 
startling ideas about Christian literature 
on post-war mission fields. In fact, he is 
planning to blanket the globe with a tre- 
mendous missionary publications pro- 
gram. 


Although government and business 
are dreaming up huge post-war panace- 
as, Dennis believes the only cure for the 
ills of a warring world is the gospel of 
Christ. And, he reasons, the printed page 
is the logical medium to broadcast the 
Christian evangel to the greatest number, 
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in the shortest time, at the least expense. 
He ought to know, because the tract and 
publishing company that started in his 
home six years ago is now the world’s 
largest tract ccmpany, turning out 4,- 
000,000 pieces a month. 

Thus 1945 ushered in the Good News 
world-wide program with five prelimi- 
nary objectives : 

1. To prepare foreign language Gos- 
pel literature to be used immediately 
wherever possible and in occupied coun- 
tries as soon as conditions permit. 

2. To print Scripture portions, tracts, 
booklets, and magazines in as many lan- 
guages as funds will permit. 

3. To gain the highest degree of ef- 
ficiency in printing and distribution by 
co-operating with as many existing 
evangelical missionaries and agencies as 
possible. 

4. To provide Gospel literature at less 


than cost for the widest possible distri- 
bution. 

5. To maintain in one central office a 
Gospel literature service which all mis- 
sion fields can look to and depend on. 

That this program will fill a widely 
felt need, enthusiastic response to pre- 


Already Good News Publishers has is- 
sued four attractive Gospel pamphlets in 
Spanish. This one is for children. 
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liminary letters and announcements 
guarantees. Missionaries report that al- 
though tracts are available in most lan- 
guages, they are inadequate in quality 
and quantity. Many evangelical mission 
boards have indicated great interest in 
the project and express a desire to co- 
operate in both production and distri- 
bution. And the general public has re- 
sponded with advance donations and 
pledges to pray. 

Not waiting for the armistice, Good 
News has already begun work on the 
first objective of the program, From a 
group of enthusiastic Europeans now in 
the United States—both missionaries 
and laymen—Dennis is selecting the 
best qualified to begin translation of sev- 
eral successful tracts and Christian life 
booklets into French, Italian, and other 
central European languages. 

With the widespread destruction in 
Europe, informants indicate that there is 
a great need now for Gospel literature, 
and it is hoped that within a few months 
large shipments of the Word of Life 
may be made to the devastated conti- 
nent from Chicago. 

South America is another immediate 
step in the expansion of the international 
program. In co-operation with existing 
evangelical missions, the most needed 
tracts and pamphlets will be printed for 
distribution among both Spanish-speak- 
ing and Indian-speaking peoples from 
Mexico to Argentina. Production of 
Spanish tracts for use in Latin America 
is now being greatly expanded to meet 
this need. 

An integral part of the Good News 
plan is to have material edited to appeal 
to the native mind, since much of the ex- 
isting literature, being a mere transla- 
tion of English idiom, is unsuccessful in 





The race for world-wide literacy rushes on. Here Russian women rest from their 
field work as the traveling librarian visits them with his literature. Will they read 


the Gospel? 


its appeal to the non-English mind. 
Much of the translation and editing will 
be done on the field by competent mis- 
sionaries and nationals. 

As God leads and opportunities open, 
Good News International hopes to serve 
every country in a manner similar to 
that of the famous British and Foreign 
Bible Society. That the need and op- 
portunity are great is illustrated graph- 
ically by the Chinese situation where it 
is conservatively estimated that over one 
half of China’s 400-odd million popula- 
tion will, soon after the war, be literate 
in one language. To give these newly 
educated masses Gospel literature at a 
time when little else will be available for 
them to read may well be the means of 
reaping the harvest of souls there for 
which missionaries have long been look- 
ing. 

In every country where the Good 


News publication program goes, Gospel 
tracts will be supplied first, then book- 
lets on Christian life and Bible study. 
Finally, a magazine for Christian edifi- 
cation will be published for each coun- 
try. 

As a missionary agency, this world- 
wide program offers an unparalleled op- 
portunity for youth with a missionary 
vision and publication interest. And as in 
all fields of Christian publication, there 
will be openings for consecrated young 
men and women. As the work expands, 
directors, translators, editors, and others 
will be needed in each field entered. 
Though co-operation of existing mission 
boards and agencies will be utilized to 
the fullest extent, a program of the im- 
mensity contemplated will in time de- 
mand a huge well-trained staff with a 
missionary burden for lost souls, 





THIS CHANGES LIVES 
by Phyllis Aafphe 


I’ your Christian life has grown stale 
—or if you don’t have actual joy 
down deep, memorize Scripture. Real 
joy grows from the heart, the God-given 
garner for the “incorruptible” seed (I 
Pet. 1:23). And it flowers into a radi- 
ant, enthusiastic smile because “A merry 
heart maketh a cheerful countenance” 
(Prov. 15:13). 


One way of getting down to business 
in the King’s business is to memorize 
Scripture. Know it in your head (II Tim. 
2:15). Stow it in your heart (Job 22: 
22). Show it in your life (I Tim. 4:15; 
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James 1:22). Sow it in the world (Eccl. 
11:6; Ps. 126:6) 

Lady Mongomery, mother of Eng- 
land’s famed Christian general, was 
reared to learn one Bible verse every 
day. Consequently, she knows most of 
When Phyllis Hapke read Sgt. Norman Eck- 
lund’s article “Live Smilingly and Witness 
Well” in the February issue of HIS, she 
thought it was good stuff, but strongly dis- 
agreed on one point. “A great deal of memo- 
rization isn't necessary,” Sgt. Ecklund wrote. 
But Phyllis, who has memorized—among 
other passages—all of the book of Romans, 
believes that Scripture memorization and lots 
of it is very important for all Christians. 





the Psalms and almost all of the New 
Testament by heart. She taught her chil- 
dren to memorize a Scripture verse 
every morning before breakfast; it is 
easy to see where Monty’s great love for 
the Bible was born.* 

What to Memorize. Begin by memoriz- 
ing key salvation verses, Know these and 
you will be better equipped for present- 
ing the Gospel. Three such verses com- 
prise the main theme of all Scripture 
(John 14:6; I Cor. 15:3-4; John 20:31). 

Next, memorize great chapters of the 
Bible such as Isaiah 53, I Corinthians 13, 
and Hebrews 11. Try Romans 6 for 
victory over sin, Romans 8 for spiritual 
enrichment, or Romans 12 for practical 
Christian living. 

Become well versed in the first chap- 
ters of John, Hebrews, and Colossians. 
These present Christ as the divine- 
human Son of God. If you take hold 
of these truths, you will have an unshak- 
able conviction of the divinity of the 
Lord Jesus in a world which speaks con- 
descendingly of “the man, Jesus Christ.” 
Committing an entire Bible book to 
memory is not difficult, but it requires 
assiduous review. Age and circum- 
stance present no barrier. Rosalind Go- 
forth, pioneer missionary to China, 
memorized Ephesians by reviewing these 
glorious chapters immediately upon 
awakening, as part of her Quiet Time. 
A_ well-known Seattle businessman 
memorized Romans. An aged Chinese 
grandmother learned to freely quote the 
Gospel of John. 

Memorization by topics is a most ef- 


*Lady Montgomery's personal testimony 
may be secured by writing for the Bible 
Success Band booklet, which can be obtained 
from George J. B. Davis, 1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Little cards like these—with a Scripture 
verse on one side and the reference on 
the other—have been the means of re- 
shaping the lives of thousands of Chris- 
tians. Try it and see. 


fective preparation for witnessing. By 
means of a card system, coordinate ver- 
ses on such subjects as the Holy Spirit, 
prayer, the Word, guidance, the Second 
Coming, love, the Resurrection, joy, 
Christian suffering, peace, etc. Verses 
that might otherwise be scattered in 
your mind will take on order and unity. 
You will speak the Word with new bold- 
ness if you can quote and turn easily to 
a group of verses on faith, the new birth, 
the Atonement, grace, or salvation. 

When to Memorize. The Holy Spirit 
will reveal the best time for you to mem- 
orize Scripture. It may be early in the 
morning when your mind is fresh, dur- 
ing the lunch hour, or before retiring. 
A good practice is to learn a verse while 
dressing, and then refer to it at intervals 
during the day. 





The card system is designed for busy 
people. It can be employed any time, 
anywhere. Servicemen review verses 
while waiting in chow line or standing 
a watch. Students refer to them while 
waiting for the professor to appear or 
before beginning an hour of study. Busi- 
ness men carry cards in their pockets 
for use when traveling to and from 
work. Housewives learn verses while at 
the ironing board or other household 
tasks. 

Learn to occupy your recurring odd 
moments to the glory of God. Some 
people merely “kill time,” while others 


buy up every opportunity for personal 
spiritual growth. “Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:16). 

How to Memorize. First of all, prepare 
your memory cards, using paper or light 
cardboard. On one side of the card 
write the location and on the opposite 


side the verse to be learned. (Note the 
ilustration). As a timesaver you may 
buy cards already printed.* 

*From Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago 10, Ill. Interested serv- 
icemen may have cards known as “In- 
itial Rations” by addressing The Navi- 
gators, P. O. Box 70, Los Angeles 53, 
California. 

It is important to know the location, 
so begin with the reference side facing 
up, and fix firmly in mind the book, 
chapter, and verse. Then reverse the 
card and concentrate on the Scripture 
passage. Repeat this over and over until 
it becomes your own. When memorizing 
a verse, learn it thorougbly before going 
to the next. 

How to Review. It is one thing to mem- 
orize Scripture and quite another to re- 
tain it. Review establishes the Word in 
the heart and should be practiced daily. 


10 


When reviewing a group of cards, vary 
your procedure. Start with the location 
and recall the verse written on the oppo- 
site side. Then turn the card over and 
place it on the bottom of the pack. The 
Scripture side will thus confront you in 
the next day’s review. 

Aim for accuracy, When in doubt, 
check. The Holy Spirit will enable you 
both to memorize and retain the Word. 
“He shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatso- 
ever I have said unto you” (John 14: 
26). 

At the outset you will find it neces- 
sary to review these verses daily. How- 
ever, once mastered they need not be re- 
viewed quite so often to be retained. 
This is true of familiar verses such as 
John 3 :36 and Romans 8:28, Therefore, 
initiate a weekly review. This will en- 
able you to check them at regular inter- 
vals. Select a fixed day for this purpose 
such as Saturday or Sunday, when you 
will be sure of extra time. 

Eventually, verses will outgrow the 
once-a-week review, so add a monthly 
review. As progress is made, include a 
three-monthly, a six-monthly, and final- 
ly a yearly review. When you misquote 
a reference at any of these stages, return 
it to daily review and send it up the line 
again. 

You face the problem of keeping the 
cards separated and in order. Rubber 
bands or paper clips do the trick. As a 
reminder, keep an extra card on top of 
each group with a memorandum of the 
day or date to be reviewed. 

If ever there were a time for Chris- 
tians to “hold forth the Word of Life” 
faithfully, it is now. Get into the Word, 
and let the Word get into you, 
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‘What mamonizing Scniptuna did fon mo 


I consider that next to my conversion 
and salvation, the greatest blessing that 
has ever come to me, came when I began 
to memorize the Scriptures. And whatever 
blessing I may have been able to bring to 
others either through preaching or by per- 
sonal work has been mainly through be- 
ing able to quote the Word of God... 
—Oscar Lowry in Scripture Memorization 

and Successful Personal Work 


I've found Scripture memorization a 
great help. When studying music I was 
told that true expression cannot be 
achieved until a piece has been thorough- 
ly memorized, Perhaps that’s why mem- 
orized passages make such good medita- 
tion. The Navigators have been a real 
help. 

Pot. Earl Smith, South Pacific 
(formerly president U. of Chicago 
Inter-Varsity chapter) 

Years ago I memorized these two 
verses: 

And herein do J exercise myself, to have 
always a conscience void of offense to- 
ward God, and toward men” (Acts 24:16). 

Let nothing be done through strife or 
vain glory; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than themselves. 
Look not every man on bis own things, 
but every man also on the things of others 
(Phil. 2:3-4). 

One morning recently these verses kept 
coming to my mind. 

For a long time I had been troubled 
about my attitude of heart toward another 
Christian brother. As the day wore on and 
I continued almost against my will, to 
meditate on these two familiar portions 
that were stored away in my heart 
through memory, I became convicted of 
disobedience to the Lord from these ver- 


ses, and I went quickly to my Christian 
brother with a humble apology and com- 
plete fellowship was instantly restored. It 
would be impossible to compute the bless- 
ing and profit that has come from this one 
little instance of God using the Word that 
was hidden in my heart. 

—Jim Rayburn, Field Director 

Young Life Campaign 


Without a doubt, the thing that has 
played the greatest part in my entire 
Christian life is the memorization of Scrip- 
ture. To carry within the very recesses of 
my heart and mind the living Word of 
God is to give the Holy Spirit at any mo- 
ment of any one of the 24 hours of the 
day, an opportunity to transmit the Word 
from the Captain of my salvation, either 
to fit my own need, or the need of anyone 
to whom I am privileged to minister. 

—Dawson Trotman, 
The Navigators 


I had been in Christian work for several 
years when a friend gave me a box of 
150 Scripture memory cards, It was the 
greatest single blessing of my whole Chris- 
tian life. It awakened an interest in soul- 
winning, cleansed my life of much that 
displeased Christ, and brought me to a 
place of entire yieldedness to the Lord. 

—Paul Beckwith, Inter-Varsity 
Staff Member 


I want to bear testimony to the great 
blessing I have found in memorizing por- 
tions of God’s Word. First of all, it has 
helped to hide the Word of God in my 
own heart. Then, it has made me stronger 
as a witness in personal work and has 
been wonderful in my public ministry. 

—Homer Hammontree, evangelist 
and song leader 





DRAMA IN A BARRACK ROOM 


NE Sunday evening J was sitting in my barrack room, all alone except for 
one other boy ,who, like myself, was rather addicted to trouble. Suddenly 
the door was opened by a very timid-looking young soldier, who, putting bis head 
in, said in a very frightened voice, “Would either of you boys like to come over 
to the Christian Service Center this evening?" 
“No,” J shouted, “there are no religious boys in this outfit, never were and 
never will be, so you clear out!" 


He did. 


My friend Bill, sitting on the next bed, said to me, “You were rather bard 
on him, the new center is quite a decent place.’ ‘Ob,’ J replied, ‘are you getting 
religious? J know what these Service Centers are—places where old ladies ask 
you if you are saved." 


“Never mind the religious part,” said Bill, ‘It bas a big wasbroom with plenty 
of brand new towels!" 

The ‘brand new" towels were quite a good enough recommendation for me, 
for J was getting low on funds and a towel was always a good saleable commodity, 
so off we set on a foraging expedition. 


With a certain amount of trepidation we arrived at the entrance to the Serv 
ice Center and started down to the wasbroom. Unfortunately for us, there was a 
ligbt in a room just at the top of the stairs, and J suggested it would be as well 
to reconnoiter, in case we were caught coming up wib the towels. Bill agreed, and 
as be went downstairs ] put my bead in the door, only to find myself gazing into 
the face of the boy who just a short while before bad poked his head inside my 
door. 

Catching me by the arm and shaking me by the band, be said, ‘Come along, 
we are so glad to see you,” and placed me rigbt in the front row of a religious 
meeting of soldiers. Words cannot describe bow J felt—it must be left to the 
imagination. 

My first instinct was to run, but J was afraid J would be followed, and pos- 
sibly meet Bill coming up the stairs with the booty, so J decided it would be 
wiser to sit still, However, when after a while those present started to pray, 
J really thougbt it was too funny for words. There was J kneeling on my knees 
upstairs, while Bill was stealing the towels downstairs! J decided that whatever 
happened J must get out. 

Taking advantage of the moving of chairs when prayer was over, J made a 
bolt for the door, when a corporal near the door stopped me and said, ‘‘Now 
sonny, just before you go we'll sing a hymn,” and led me back to my place. 

The hymn announced was quite new to me, the first verse being: 





Ob, do not let the Word depart, 

Nor close thine heart against the light, 
Poor sinner, harden not your beart— 
Thou wouldst be saved, why not to-night? 

Just as the men sang this bymn, J began to realize for the first time in my 
life bow greatly Jesus must bave loved me, and as the realization came over me 
] turned round to the corporal and said, “Corporal, He will never forgive me.” 

“Ob, yes, He will,’ said the corporal, “the Blood of Jesus cleanses from all 
sin.” “Ab, yes, but not mine,” J said, ‘J am the worst boy in the garrison: He will 
never forgive me,” 

“Listen, sonny,” said the corporal, and read to me the gracious promise con- 
tained in Isaiah 1:18: “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool,’ and J was assured of the Master's promise: 
“Him that cometh unto me, J will in no wise cast out.” 

And so right there J laid down the arms of my rebellion at the feet of the 
Lord Jesus. 

Just as J was leaving the Service Center, the boy who bad first invited me 
rushed up and told me bow pleased he was and proceeded to give me advice, 
urging upon me at all costs to fly my colors the first night by kneeling down by my 
bedside. 

Never did boy give better advice, and never did greater coward proceed 
to comply witb it. 

Thoroughly frightened by the prospect of this new ordeal, J reached my 
barrackroom, only to be greeted by Bill: ‘J do believe J heard you singing bymns 
in the Center,” he kidded. 

J made no reply, so be produced from under bis coat a towel, and offered it 
as my share of the booty. When J refused be was quite overcome, and thought J 
must be ill, So J was, if be had only known it, at the prospect of this ‘kneeling 
down" business. However, J] walked away to my cot, and, praying bard for God 
to help me, made a start to get ready for bed. 

J took off my socks and counted my toes—they were all present. J put my 
socks on again, pulled them off, and recounted my toes: they were still present. 


At last, in great fear and trembling, J knelt down by my bed. 


Barely a moment elapsed before Bill pulled me up, protesting that J was 
mocking God and carrying my jokes too far. 


1 then told him, and all the room, and all the boys from the other rooms, who 
had come to see this strange sight, that J] bad found in Christ a Saviour. 

There was great consternation, but in less than a week no less than forty-eight 
boys in the detachment professed themselves as desirous of following the Lord 
Jesus Christ. —Adapted from Reality of Experience, pub- 

lished by the Officer's Christian Union. 





What worry does to your body—the Temple of the Holy 


Spirit—and what to do about it. 


Worry, The Killer 


by John Evans, M. D. 


B* A conservative estimate one half 
of all persons who consult physi- 
cians have no organic disease—that is, 
they have only functional disturbances, 
due either to disobeying the rules of 
health or from emotional upsets from 
wrong living. Immediately one begins to 
see the relationship between health and 
religion. Wrong relationships produce 
wrong emotions, which in turn produce 
functional diseases. 

Besides the sins which most persons 
agree are “real” (hatred, anger, dis- 
honesty, and impurity) there are many 
others with equally evil effects such as 
fear, worry, envy, pride, self-pity, self- 
righteousness, irritability, resentment. 
Happy is the individual who, for ex- 
ample, can meet opposition and loss 
without too much emotional upset. 
Much harm comes to one who holds a 
grudge. 

Let us consider briefly a few of the 
more common disorders : 

In stomach and intestinal disorders 
only about forty per cent of patients 
show organic changes. In peptic ulcers, 
so common among white men between 
twenty and fifty, that somebody has 
called the “Wound Stripe of Civiliza- 
tion,” we know that worry plays an im- 
portant role. 

Animals of the same mammalian type 


14 


as we are do not have ulcers. 

Even after an ulcer has been healed 
for quite a period, a sudden emotional 
upset—such as sudden death in the fam- 
ily, a serious automobile accident, or a 
quarrel with a friend—reverses the 
process; hydrochloric acid, normally 
present in small quantities in the stom- 
ach, is now secreted in excess, the ulcer 
“breaks down,” and symptoms return, 


Mucous colitis—Simple colitis is near- 
ly always a nervous phenomenon, For 
many years the treatment has been-a 
simple, easily digested diet and nerve 
sedatives. A study of these patients in 
one of the large general hospitals showed 
that ninety-two per cent were harrowed 
by worry and emotional strain. 

A radio executive had distressing 
stomach and intestinal symptoms for 
about six months. One day when his 
physician was out of the room he copied 
four long words from the records. Fear- 
ing these words indicated an incurable 
condition, he failed to ask their meaning 
and carried the paper in his pocket, in- 
specting it frequently. For weeks his life 
was utterly miserable. When he finally 


Condensed from What Jt Takes On Main 
Street (price 25c, plus 9c postage for soldiers 
overseas), published by the Calvary Evangel, 
61 Grammercy Park, New York 10, N. Y. 





went to a different doctor and learned 
that his X-ray examination was “nega- 
tive” and that the long words indicated 
no organic lesion, but merely described 
position, tone, and function of certain 
abdominal organs — and furthermore 
that these were just what one would 
expect to find in a thin, nervous, over- 
worked man, he went away relieved and 
from that day had no further symp- 
toms. 


Rheumatism and artbritis—Arthritis 
in a mild form is a common ailment, 
especially after the fourth decade of life; 
and the chronic, disabling type of the 
disease is not too uncommon. 

It has been shown that there is often 
a distinct connection between this dis- 
ease and such emotional upsets as re- 
sentment and anxiety. S. M. Shoemaker, 
under the heading “Faith Came, Arth- 
ritis Went,” gives the following illustra- 
tion in a recent book: 

“A woman whose husband was dead, 
and her children married, retired to her 
country-place with a Great Dane and a 
garden, to nurse her broken heart with 
the plentiful balm of self-pity. When 
we first knew her, she was afflicted with 
arthritis and wore a high, leather collar 
to keep her head up, Then she had a 
spiritual experience, such as we talk 
about in this book. She dropped her 
feeling of being old, of being on the 
shelf, unwanted; she faced the sin and 
selfishness in her whole life—and the 
next time we saw her she had on a collar 
only an inch high. Then the collar dis- 
appeared altogether! The doctor said it 
was amazing to him what was happening 
to her. But she said, ‘Doctor, you know 
that for years I have been pouring down 
poison into my emotional and physical 
system, Feeling sorry for myself, living 


BE" brood over a past error so much 
you couldn't do your work well? 
And then your inefficiency made you 
worry even more? A vicious circle. 
What can be done about worry? 
One experienced minister bas made 
it a rule for many years never to fret 
or brood over anything. As a result 
he has been able to carry on his work 
quietly though one trouble after 
another has arisen in connection with 
it. Another minister testifies that his 
career may be divided into two per- 
iods: the time before he heard Jesus 
say ‘‘My yoke is easy and My burden 
is light.” And since. 
—British Graduates’ Fellowship 
Newsletter 


entirely for myself, demanding all pos- 
sible comfort are bound to create phys- 
ical disturbances. These negative emo- 
tions have been supplanted by faith, out- 
going concern for others, freedom from 
myself. Of course I am getting well! ” 


Skin diseases—About two years ago 
a member of the skin department of the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital read a paper 
before the Baltimore City Medical So- 
ciety with this title: “The Psychogenic 
Aspect of Certain Common Skin Dis- 
eases” or, to say it in another way, the 
part played by nervous and emotional 
disturbances in certain skin diseases. 
One of these is that puzzling condition 
called urticaria, commonly known as 
hives. 

I have observed such a case for the 
past fourteen or fifteen years. On num- 
erous occasions over this long period 
severe attacks have occurred following 
arguments or disagreements with fellow- 
workers, On one occasion the patient 
had marked swelling of face, hands and 
feet with the typical redness and eleva- 
tion of the skin. This lasted one week, 
the day following her return to work she 
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had another emotional upset and then 
had such a severe attack that she was 
confined to the hospital and home for 
nearly eight weeks. Yes, we are capable 
of generating poiscns within our own 
bodies. The cause in this case is un- 
doubtedly emotional. 


Nervous and mental troubles—Con- 
stant friction and obstruction, a struggle 
within oneself between two decisions, 
if prolonged through the years, may di- 
vide one’s nature into separate selves or 
a “split personality.” Neuroses, if not 
dealt with promptly, sometimes pass into 
psychoses. 

Physicians are not without fears and 
imaginations themselves, when it comes 
to physical ailments. A doctor who had 
recently seen three men with lung tum- 
ors began to have pain in the upper 
part of the left lung and increasing diffi- 
culty in breathing. After three weeks of 
these symptoms, he had an X-ray exam- 
ination which revealed the lung clear; 
his pain and discomfort immediately 
disappeared. 


Heart and blood vessel diseases— 
These are first on the list of causes of 
death. They are greatly influenced by 
strain and emotional upsets. One expla- 
nation of this fact is in the minute vaso- 
constrictor and vaso-dilator nerves in 
the walls of arteries. Everyone knows of 
hypertension or high blood pressure and 
how excitement and strain must be 
avoided. Heart attacks and apoplexy and 
sudden death frequently follow great 
emotional strain. | know of three men 
who had heart attacks following the re- 
cent local elections. Two of these had 
been under criticism in the newspapers. 

Alexis Carrel, former Director of the 
Rockefeller Institute, in his book Man 
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the Unknown says: “Envy, hate, fear, 
when these sentiments are habitual, are 
capable of starting organic changes and 
genuine diseases.” Doctor Carrel not 
only recognizes the effect of the emo- 
tions on bodily functions but has also 
given the cure. In his article in The 
Reader's Digest for March, 1941, en- 
titled, “Prayer is Power,” he says: 
“Prayer is the most powerful form of 
energy that one can generate. The influ- 
ence of prayer on the human mind and 
body is as den:onstrable as that of se- 
creting glands. Its results can be mea- 
sured in terms of increased physical 
buoyancy, greater intellectual vigor, 
moral stamina, and a deeper understand- 
ing of the realities underlying human 
relationships. Only in prayer do we 
achieve that complete and harmonious 
assembly of body, mind, and spirit, 
which gives the frail human reed its un- 
shakable strength.” 

When someone says he has been ex- 
amined by many doctors and diagnostic 
clinics and no one can find his trouble, 
it is time for the minister, doctor, or 
friend to win his confidence, and let him 
talk of his conflicts, fears and worries, 
hates and resentments, He should then 
be instructed to face life in a realistic 
manner and to ask forgiveness of those 
he has wronged and to find, as substi- 
tutes for his wrong emotions, love, faith, 
hope, friendship, kindness, and prayer. 

The cure for many of the ills of life 
is a new spiritual birth and full surrender 
of one’s life to God. When one considers 
the need of Divine Guidance all through 
life, he realizes the importance of heed- 
ing Christ’s admonition, “Seek ye first 
the Kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness.” Seeking His way means fewer 
mistakes, more happiness, better health. 





| House by the side of the campus 


BY HELENE PILEY 


0 Know Him and To Make Him 
Known”—for nearly seventeen years 
fornia began meeting in the basement of a that simple motto has summed up the 
store near the campus several years ago, they purpose of the Bible League here at the 


And with good reason. When a handful of 


Sometimes it is called the “Miracle House.” 7 
Christian students at the University of Cali- 


prayed that they would be a blessing to 
campus friends but also for a more ade- . - 
quate place to which those friends could be The campus is our special target; our 
invited. As a result they soon leased a 20- weapon, the Sword of the Spirit. In 
room house next to the football field which print, on the air, and by word of mouth 


served for a year or two until it was con- t : 5 shies 
demned as too old to be safe. Then, after we try to get our message of salvation 


prayer and long looking, they found a fra- across to the pagan student world, Does 
ternity bouse for sale, and marched to the it work? Years of continuous growth are 
- estate -_ with a few eee oe a living proof that His Word shall not 
they were able to scrape together, offered it cotue ante Fle veld. 

as down payment with a promise of $300 a : : . , 
month to follow until the $40,000 house was The Bible League’s spacious house is 
paid for. Miraculously, the ridiculous offer located directly across from the campus. 


was accepted, and the University of Califor- Upstairs live eighteen girls (the “Up- 
nia Bible League moved in, Students, friends, per Crusters”!), occupying he comes 


and listeners to the League's teacher-counsel- ; 
lor Vernon Morgan's morning broadcast have and third floors. They share houseclean- 


kept the payments intact. ing honors with the “Basement Bums,” 


University of California. 
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Each Tuesday evening chapter members and friends have dinner to- 
gether. First timers eat “on the house,” all others paying cost price. 
Informal table conversation has been the means cf helping many a 


student over a rough spot. 


the fellows quartered in the basement. 
Attractively wrapped packages contain- 
ing mice and other delicacies are fre- 
quently exchanged by these two Bible 
League factions. You see, there’s nothing 
stuffy about Bible League. 

The first floor at Bible League boasts 
a comfortable library, a commodious 
kitchen, and three spacious rooms read- 
ily converted by sliding doors into one 
large hall accommodating approximately 
two hundred and fifty students. This is 
where most of our activities are cen- 
tered, the stage of our Monday through 
Friday program. 

The Bible League week begins with 
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the Monday noon student discussion 
group. In the animated exchange of 
viewpoints that takes place here many a 
student finds the answers to perplexing 
problems, Older classmates who’ve been 
through the scholastic mill can let the 
confused and stricken frosh in on the 
answers to such problems as the evolu- 
tionary theory, reassuring him that the 
theory and its implications need not be 
accepted as the “last word.” 

On Tuesday evenings at six we feed 
the crowd. First-timers enjoy a whole- 
some meal on the house, and the rest 
obtain it at cost. Table conversation con- 
tinues without a lull till seven, when the 





Below: The spacious living room where most of the week's schedule 
of meetings are held. In this room many a student has found the 
answer to a perplexing problem. The fireplace lends an air of cozy 
friendliness. Socials are held here once a month. 
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meeting begins. After a number of chor- 
uses, announcements, testimonies, and 
sometimes the reception of new mem- 
bers, the speaker of the evening, often 
our own beloved teacher-counsellor, Mr. 
Morgan, takes over. Promptly at eight 
the students are dismissed, but often 
those who are not haunted by approach- 
ing exams stay for a sing around the 
fireplace. 

Wednesday ncon is the prayer hour. 
Various prayer groups meet throughout 
the week, but the Wednesday hour is 
designed to include all Christian stu- 
dents. Seldom attended by strangers, this 
prayer time is an opportunity to bring 
before the Lord the needs of the work. 

Our Thursday noon Bible Class is 
again conducted by Mr. Morgan, with 
the exception of every fourth Thursday 
which is set aside for our Foreign Mis- 
sion Fellowship chapter and usually 
features a missionary speaker. 

The weekly climax to our program 
is reached in the Friday noon buffet 
luncheon, again free to newcomers. De- 
licious sandwiches, salads, pies, and 
eclairs, prepared by Mrs. Morgan and 
our gracious lady of the house, Mother 
Rogers, have proved sure bait. After 
special music, Mr. Morgan presents a 
timely Bible message, frequently stress- 
ing that there is no conflict between true 
science and the Word of God. As oppor- 
tunities arise these meetings are turned 
over to distinguished guest speakers. At 
the close, the League’s weekly publica- 
tion, Power, is hot off the press and 
ready for distribution. 


Friday evening’s Bible League special- 
izes in gaiety, but not without a purpose. 
Our monthly parties under the name of 
Friday Fireside Fellowships always reach 
their high point in the devotional period 
which follows the games and other en- 
tertainment and precedes the refresh- 
ments, As well as being a drawing card 
for outsiders, the Friday evening socials 
are times when Bible Leaguers them- 
selves get their best opportunity to find 
out who’s who in the League. 

A relatively recent field for aggressive 
evangelism on the part of the League is 
the large group of servicemen the gov- 
ernment has sent to the University. The 
Friday nights between the regularly 
scheduled Fellowships are given over to 
their entertainment. Informality, food, 
and Christian fellowship will go a long 
way to take the edge off any service lad’s 
hunger for home. A number of conse- 
crated boys in khaki, vitally interested 
in the spiritual welfare of their buddies, 
have provided the nucleus for expanding 
endeavor along these lines. 

We flood the campus with propagan- 
da. Every incoming student, as well as 
all service men, has been mailed appro- 
priate literature—for example, the Gos- 
pel of John (“His Triumph,” univer- 
sity edition) together with an invitation 
to Bible League and a circular explain- 
ing our activities. This is done at the be- 
ginning of each semester, and reply 
cards are always enclosed on which the 
“prospective Bible Leaguer” may indi- 
cate a desire for further literature, an 
interview with one of the group, or the 


The spacious library, hobby of house counsellor and Bible teacher Ver- 
non Morgan, who is showing some of the fellows where to find the an- 
swers to classroom objections to their faith in Christ and His Word. 
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wish to attend any of our Bible classes. 

The League is further publicized by 
our deputation group which visits 
churches in this region. 

No possible channel of communica- 
tion with the unsaved is ignored. Mem- 
bers conduct group visitations to homes, 
dormitories, and boarding houses. Some 
of our number are teaching Bible classes 
in the affiliated high school leagues, some 
serve in nearby missions. 

Although our immediate field is the 
“Cal” campus, Bible League has a vision 
for world-wide evangelization. Those of 
our number now abroad with the armed 
forces are making their testimony felt 
there, and are kept in touch with each 
other and with us through prayer and 
by a little publication, “Missing Links.” 

On Sunday evenings Bible League hits 
the air on Mr. Morgan’s radio program 
—“Biblecasts”—different students par- 
ticipating each week with personal testi- 
monies of what Christ means to them on 
the campus. Recently a short wave out- 


WERE YOU THERE? 


IOWA Conference was held April 14 and 15 
at the UNIVERSITY OF IOWA, Ames, Par- 
ticipating groups were IOWA STATE, IOWA 
STATE TEACHERS, DUBUQUE UNIVER- 
SITY, DRAKE UNIVERSITY, and MORN- 
INGSIDE STATE TEACHERS. Speakers 
were staff members Ken Taylor, Bob Finley, 
and Dr. R. T. Ketchum of Waterloo, Iowa. 


NEW YORK-PHILADELPHIA conference 
will be held April 28-29 at the Fellowship 
Deaconry, Liberty Corner, New Jersey. Rev. 
Ralph G. Turnbull, Sam Moffet, and Major 
Louis Hutchins will be the main speakers. 
Other conferences in the offing about which 
we have no details at the moment are ILLI- 
NOIS-INDIANA conference at Indianapolis, 
May 5-6; OREGON conference sometime in 
April; SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA confer- 
ence April 27-29; and a MINNESOTA con- 
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let for this program was obtained on 
“The Voice of the Andes,” and at pres- 
ent plans are being laid for broadcasting 
directly from Bible League house. Funds 
for the latter project are not yet ours, 
but we look to our God of the impossible 
with a confidence born of experience. 

When our members leave ‘“‘Cal,”’ con- 
tact with Bible League is not broken, for 
they become a part of an up and com- 
ing Alumni Fellowship, which sponsors 
and supports a student worker. Ida Van 
Riter (“Cal” ’44), the present worker, 
is doing a grand job conducting inform- 
al Bible classes in the girls’ dorms. 

The work is growing, as indeed it 
must to keep pace with the need, for the 
University expects an enrollment of 26,- 
000 students, including 5,000 veterans, 
when the war is over. Flinging a chal- 
lenge to a campus of skeptics, we of 
Bible League lift our voices without 
apology in that brief but swelling chorus, 
our theme song: “I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God unto salvation.” 


ference at Camp Iduhapi, May 5-6. Staff 
members Bob Finley, Paul Beckwith, and pos- 
sibly Christy Wilson will be present at the 
last one. 


The Inter-Varsity groups in Washington, 
D. C., North Carolina, and Virginia met at 
Farmville State Teachers College, Virginia, 
March 3-4 for a week-end conference. Groups 
represented were WILLIAM AND MARY 
COLLEGE, WESTHAMPTON COLLEGE, 
RANDOLPH-MACON, U. OF VIRGINIA, 
DUKE UNIVERSITY, and UNIVERSITY OF 
MARYLAND. Speakers were Robert N. Oer- 
ter, Jr., former I.V.C.F. staff member, and 
Dr. Elwyn A; Smith from Washington, D. C., 
as well as staff members Ethel Smith and 
Al Newport. The theme of the conference was 
“Christ in You” and the week-end proved to 
be not only a time of fellowship but a time 
of deeper experience of the presence of Christ. 
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The true story of a may who prayed so much it killed him. 


our, six, eight, or even ten hours a 
day John Hyde prayed for the souls 
of men with such earnestness that at the 
age of 47 he died as a direct result of 
this terrible burden of prayer. But, be- 
cause of his prayer, revivals came that 
swept 100,000 souls into the Kingdom 
of God. ; 

Praying Hyde—for so he was called 
by his fellow missionaries—began this 
ministry of intercession in preparation 
for a great conference of missionaries 
and Indian pastors scheduled in 1904 at 
Sialkot, India. The church life in the 
Punjab was far below the Bible standard. 
Few were being saved among the Christ- 
less millions. John Hyde and a friend 
decided that this would not be just 
another conference, but that they would 
wait upon the Lord until torrents of 
blessings should fall. 

Thirty days before the conference be- 
gan these two men set themselves apart 
for prayer. Day and night they prayed. 
After seven days a friend joined them, 
and for twenty-one days these three 
prayed, day and night. When at last the 
conference began, the power of God was 
there. As a result of that conference 
literally thousands were prayed into the 
Kingdom. 

Through the next six years John 
Hyde was led increasingly into a life 
of watching and praying for others. 
Sometimes he fouhd it impossible to con- 
ceai his mighty burden for lost souls and 


it was evident to all that he was bowed 
down with mighty travail of soul. But 
all this time, although he ate and slept 
little, he was bright and cheerful, wel- 
come wherever he went. Children loved 
him and were happy when he came to 
stay in their homes. 

Then, the time came when he began 
to pray definitely that one person would 
be saved each day as a result of his 
witness. He felt fully assured that God 
had heard this prayer. Sometimes it 
meant long journeys, nights of watching, 
prayer and fasting, pain and conflict— 
yet, he was never disappointed. 

But he was not satisfied, The voice of 
the Lord seemed constantly to say, 
“Other sheep I have . . .” 

The following year John Hyde asked 
God for two souls a day. Eight hun- 
dred souls were gathered in that year. 

But once again he laid hold upon God. 
At length, he received the assurance of 
four souls a day. 

The horror of sin seemed to deepen 
upon him. The long sleepless nights of 
prayer and weary days were written 
deeply upon his face. Yet his figure was 
almost transfigured as he addressed 
great conventions, the glory of God 
lighting up his every feature so that 
many hardly recognized him. 

If, during this time, at the close of 





Source: Praying Hyde by Francis McGaw 
(The Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chi- 
cago 10, Illinois). 
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any day four souls had not been brought 
into the fold, at night there would be 
such a weight on his heart that he could 
not eat or sleep. Then he would ask the 
Lord to show him the obstacle in him 
to this blessing. Invariably he found that 
it was the want of praise in bis life. 
Confessing his sin, he would seek the 
spirit of praise, and as be praised God, 
people would come to him, and the num- 
ber of saved would be made up. 

Finally, this intense life of prayer be- 
gan to affect his health. Suffering from 
a burning fever and an increasing pain 
in his-chest, he continued his night 
watches. When at last he went to a doc- 
tor, the man was shocked. “I have never 
come across such a bad case as this,” 
he said. “Your heart has been shifted 
out of its natural position on the left side 
to a place over on the right side. It will 
require months and months of strictly 
quiet life to bring it back to anything 
like its normal state.” 





PRAYER IN MEXICO 


She was a native of Mexico, a well-educated and talented teacher. 






Returning home to the United States 
to die, he happened to be in Shrews- 
bury, England, at the time of the opening 
of the Chapman-Alexander evangelistic 
meetings. Dr. Chapman wrote : “We be- 
lieve in prayer as never before. The 
audience was very small, results seemed 
impossible. Then I received word that an 
American missionary was about to pray 
down God’s blessing upon our work. He 
was known as ‘Praying Hyde.’ Almost 
instantly the.tide turned. The hall was 
packed and my first invitation meant 50 
men for Jesus Christ.” After that the 
Spirit was present in such power that all 
barriers were broken down and sinners 
were crying for mercy and being saved 
all over the house. 

A few months later, John Hyde was 
dead, having burned out his life in agon- 
izing prayer for lost men, But as the 
result of that prayer, a hundred-thou- 
sand souls were brought to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Glorious death to die. 









But she was 


rebelliously opposed to owning Christ as her personal Saviour. 


At the summer school of the University of Mexico, she met a young U. S. student, 


who was also a missionary. 


“When my new friend spoke to me of her work, I realized at once that I was not 
saved, that I did not belong to the people of God.” 
Patiently, week after week, that young missionary, with one or two of her friends, 


met regularly to pray for Julia. 


It was a partnership. They realized that undoubtedly 


the witnessing to Christ’s saving power would be done by just one of them, but the 


others must be “helping together by prayer.” 


The intercession for Julia continued. 
her faithfully. 
room she one day accepted Christ 


The witness to Christ’s power was given to 
There was a struggle, a bitter struggle in Julia’s heart, but alone in her 


Hers was a glowing testimony, a transformed life. 


The partnership of prayer had borne its fruit. 





—The King's Business 


Oscar, the Invisible 


BY R. F. DENHOLM AND D. R. BEGBIE 


OC) NCE upon a time there was a mos- 


quito called Oscar Anopheles who 
first saw day in a jam-tin that a careless 
cook had thrown out the camp kitchen 
window. Being rather well up on stories 
of the Canadian Mounties, and also im- 
bued with a strong sense of family pride, 
Oscar believed that he would inevitably 
“get his man,’ and that it would be 
Anophelesy thing to do. 

First step was obviously to get near 
the target area. Oscar, feeling somewhat 
nervous, poised himself for his first take- 
off, and after one or two preliminary 
bounces, behold—he was airborne. Dis- 
regarding frenzied signals from below 
to retract his undercart, he made off in 
a long dive towards a nearby tent, 
screamed through the opening, and land- 
ed upside down on its inside roof: 

The cot over which he had taken up 
his position was that of John, a raw 


recruit who had been well warned as 
to what measures should be taken to 
combat Oscar and his friends. 

First of all, there was a spray which 
one of the fellows vigorously pumped 
out each night. Oscar didn’t like the 
spray—in fact, the first time he came up 
against it, he went into a hair-raising 
spin and blacked out. 

Then there was the mosquito net, 
which annoyed Oscar almost beyond en- 
durance. He could see his victim, smell 
him even—but however hard he pushed, 
the net wouldn’t yield. Oscar badly 
strained his neck muscles and his temper 
one night trying to jab John’s little toe, 
which was half an inch the wrong side 
of the net, from a mosquito’s angle. 

Thirdly, Oscar found one night that 


Reprinted from the Australian Jnter-Varsity 
Magazine. 
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he was outwitted in another way. By 
chance, John turned in his sleep, leaving 
a nice wide opening. Oscar did a steep 
dive with plenty of boost and zoomed up 
inside the net in high glee—to find to 
his horror a repelling aroma emanating 
from John’s exposed portions, Oscar 
whizzed out quicker than he’d zoomed 
in, and spent the night composing a sav- 
age “letter to the editor” about “secret 
weapons,” and “enemy frightfulness.” 

Finally, the ‘“‘benevolent authorities” 
had thought up something that would 
protect John if he did get bitten, in spite 
of precautions, and largely nullify Os- 
car’s malarial stabs. This was the little 
bottle of yellow tablets that John was 
supposed to take regularly. 

John was only human. Because he 
didn’t get malaria within the first three 
weeks, he began to relax his precautions. 
One night Oscar got his chance. 

It was John’s turn to spray the hut 
out, but he saw the container was empty, 
and feeling disinclined just then to go to 
the store and draw another, he began 
to read a book—and, of course, forgot 
about the spray. The book was interest- 
ing, and John lay on his bed reading it 
until lights out. In the dark, by the feeble 
light of a hurricane lamp, he did not 
see the space left between the net and 
his bed. 

Oscar, who had been watching all this 
with some satisfaction, finished sharp- 
ening his nose on John’s razor-strop and 
glided down to the opening . . 

About three minutes later a passing 
gnat saw Oscar, after a prodigious taxy- 
run, stagger drunkenly off the deck, just 
making the opening, and side-slip heav- 
ily out the tent door. The big bash was 


over. * * * 


Well, John got it all right. And the 








Doc said, as he visited John in the ward: 

“Bet that chap is a victim of his own 
thoughtlessness—why can’t people see 
what’s good for them?” 

And Oscar, who ought to know, had 
to admit that the M. D. got near the 
truth. 

* * * 

The harrowing story of Oscar and 
John is not, as you may be surprised 
to hear, part of an anti-malaria propa- 
ganda campaign. In fact, the story is a 
parable that has to do more with a dis- 
ease of the soul than the body—moral- 
aria, maybe. 





He went into a hair-raising spin and 
blacked out. 


Think of it this way: in all of us there 
is a malevolent enemy _ incessantly 
prompting us, wherever we may be, to 
do and say those things we know to be 
wrong. Afterward, we regret it and are 
forced to acknowledge that the on- 
slaught, well-timed, has caught us un- 
expectedly, and we have been well and 
truly stung. 

Well, that’s “Oscar,” too—Oscar the 





Invisible. He is insistent and irritating, 
and if unconquered, you may rest as- 
sured he will be back repeatedly, un- 
satisfied till he brings about your down- 
fall. 

As there were for John, there are, for- 
tunately, counte1-measures for all who 
honestly desire to fight that far more 
dangerous “Oscar” in their own lives, 
who would sting us into malicious acts, 
rotten thoughts, selfishness, and those 
private vices of our own which we so 
carefully whitewash. If we don’t make 
use of these counters, we will be beaten 
every time. The question is—what are 
the counters? And where are they to be 
found? 

Medical science working on known 
facts has deduced effective counter- 
measures for Oscar Anopheles, and in 
combating Oscar the Invisible we can 
do exactly the same. But expert know- 
ledge about man’s unseen dynamo—his 
soul, spirit, being, whatever you like— 
can come only from the One who first 
created it, and the book He inspired. 
God is the only One who perfectly 
knows man as he really is—therefore 
the only One whose counter-measures 
are worth listening to. 

Surely that is just common sense, And 
the fact that these counter-measures 
have proved practical and effective in 
the lives of men and women who have 
tried them out is the other sound reason 
for recommending them. 

Let’s see what they are! 


1. Atebrin or quinine, How beneficial 
this is to all those who consistently take 
their daily portion! And in the fight with 
Oscar the Invisible, reading our Bible 
daily is even more effective. It’s not al- 
ways very pleasant to face up to the 
challenge we get by so doing—but if we 





Oscar did a steep dive with plenty of 
boost. 


do face it, we will see results. 

2. Net and repellant. These two are 
both very effective in warding off im- 
mediate attacks—and so is prayer. 
Through prayer we may commit im- 
portant issues to God, and sleep securely 
in the knowledge that He will work all 
things together for our good. Like the 
repellant, it has to be applied regularly 
to be effective. 

3. The Spray. This benefited every- 
one in the tent—a community effort. So 
by meeting together with others of like 
mind to worship God and enjoy the im- 
mense benefit of their friendship, we will 
strengthen one another in an amazing 
way and hasten Oscar’s downfall. 

4. Lastly, the condition of success— 
faith. At first, one can’t see the sense of 
using anti-malarial measures; but aren't 
the results abundantly clear when those 
who haven’t stuck to the instructions go 
down from attacks by the insidious Os- 
car? 
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The book was interesting. 


So it is with this invisible fight; we 
must have faith in Christ, who not only 
conquered the malady but has also guar- 


anteed to make us “more than conque- 


» 


rors. 
¥* * * 

Now forget about Oscar the Invisible 
for a while, and carry your mind back 
to the day you were enlisted. This fact 
must still be very clear in your mind. 
You didn’t belong to the Service until 


you enlisted. Don’t make the mistake of 
thinking you are in Christ’s service if 
you have never, by a decision of your 
own will, actually joined it. A man 
“joins up” when he stops relying on his 
own supposed goodness, and starts re- 
lying on Christ’s life and death as the 
only way by which the wrong doing can 
be forgiven in God’s sight. With the slate 
thus cleaned by a simple act of faith, he 


.starts off with a “new heart,” which 


God Himself creates in him—plus the 
assurance that from now on the counter- 
measures against Oscar the Invisible are 
his for the asking 

The first step in enlistment is a prom- 
ise of allegiance—in this case to the 
King. 

If you have never actually taken that 
first step of allegiance to Christ person- 
ally, then why not think the matter 
through here and now? If you are hazy 
about His conditions of service, I sug- 
gest you read John’s Gospel through, a 
chapter at a time, praying simply that 
God will show them to you. The longer 
you put it off, the less likely you are 
ever to know the real meaning of alle- 
giance to Him. It is life’s most important 
decision and the choice rests with you. 


Ges, Pie in the Shy 


God will reward individually, openly, richly, and eternally: 


Matt. 5:11-12 
in secret—Matt. 6:1-18 
Matt. 10:40-42. 


Jf we love our enemies and do them good 


If we endure persecution for His sake 
If we give, pray, or fast 
If we serve His people 
Luke 6:35. 
Jf we compassionately help those who cannot repay us 
If we labor for God—I Cor. 3:8 


If our service abides the test of fire 


Luke 14:13-14 


I Cor, 3:14 
If we lead souls to Christ and establish them—I Thess. 2:19 


—Prophetic Word 





Canadian students show how U. S. campuses can 


beat the ODT ban on conferences 


Student Conference By Mail 


[' THE Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion’s recent decree against confer- 
ences of more than 50 non-residents has 
wrought havoc with plans for your In- 
ter-Varsity spring conference, don’t let 
it bother you too much. Instead, use a 
bit of originality and prayerful brain- 
power to develop a substitute. 

For instance, some campuses, thwart- 
ed in their original intention to meet to- 
gether, are setting aside a week-end for 
a single-campus conference. Preceded 
by intensive prayer, special meetings on 
their own campus are scheduled for Fri- 
day night, Saturday, and Sunday. Time 
is set apart for reviewing personal and 
group needs and for prayerfully con- 
sidering solutions. The local Inter-Var- 
sity staff member and, in some cases, 
another speaker are asked to help. Some- 
times delegates are invited from near-by 
campuses. 

Another method, developed last sum- 
mer by Canadian Inter-Varsity chapters 
under the leadership of the Universigy 
of British Columbia, is a “conference by 
mail.” With student conferences almost 
an unknown thing to some Canadian 
chapters because of their geographic iso- 
lation, these students devised a system 
that gave them fine coverage on what 
other chapters were doing, and thus gar- 
nered some ideas for their own local 
campus programs. 

A letter explaining the idea went from 
the executive of the University of British 


Columbia chapter to each chapter pres- 
ident in Canada with a request for a 
short report on the chapter program of 
the preceding year. 

When these reports had been collect- 
ed, they were mimeographed into an 8- 
page survey of the Inter-Varsity work 
in Canada, and copies were sent to the 
officers of each chapter. The reports 
were very interesting. For instance, 
Queens University chapter told of send- 
ing out a newsletter to graduates and 
friends of the group. At the University 
of Toronto, missionary prayer meetings 
were made more effective through hav- 
ing a member of the Missionary Com- 
mittee give items of missionary interest 
and definite prayer requests. McMaster 
University members reported that they 
found the casual contact, the informal 
chat, to be the best way of winning 
fellow-students to the Lord. At the Uni- 
versity of Western Ontario, members 
meet each noon, Monday through Fri- 
day, at 12:30 for 20 minutes. On Mon- 
day they have Bible study (“Discover- 
ing the Gospel of Mark” by staff mem- 
ber Jane Hollingsworth) ; Tuesday noon 
is a missionary meeting; Wednesday, 
prayer; Thursday, Bible study; and Fri- 
day, a special speaker. This group highly 
recommends a daily meeting, finding it a 
real source of spiritual strength and a 
good way to introduce others to the 
Gospel. The University of Saskatche- 
wan has a fireside every second Sun- 


29 


















































































































































































































day evening in some private home, and 
requested suggestions from other groups 
on methods of advertising their meet- 
ings. University of British Columbia re- 
ported daily prayer meetings at 8:15 
a. m. in addition to the regular meeting 
each day, and reported feeling a real 
need for a Bible training course. A form- 
al Sunday tea was sponsored by this 
group, to which the professors, staff and 
leading students of the University were 
invited. There was a fine response from 
both faculty and students. 





“Dear Editors: writes a reader of HIS, 
“How can J keep my mind from wandering 
off to other things while J am praying? J 
realize that this sounds like J am not very 
earnest in prayer. But J am, and still J ex 
perience real difficulty in this matter.” 


BY “BROTHER LAWRENCE’ * 


so tell me nothing new; you are not 
the only one that is troubled with 
wandering thoughts. Our minds are ex- 
tremely roving; but, as the will is mis- 
tress of all our faculties, she must recall 
our thoughts and carry them back to 
God. I believe one remedy for this 
problem is to confess our faults and to 
humble ourselves before God. I do not 
advise you to use multiplicity of words 
in prayer, many words and long dis- 
courses being often the occasions of 
wandering. Hold yourself in prayer be- 
fore God like a poor, dumb, paralytic 
beggar at a rich man’s gate. Let it be 


*Few men have had such a rich prayer life 
as “Brother Lawrence,’ whose letters on 
“Practicing the Presence of Christ’ have 
deeply influenced so many who have read 
them. When this question on wandering 
thoughts in prayer was asked him by a friend 
(in the year 1689) he wrote the reply above. 


30 





Ever Go To Sleep 





As a follow-up to this “conference by 
mail,” plans were laid to select one or 
two particular problems as the basis for 
a round-robin discussion by mail be- 
tween chapter executives. This sounds 
like a good idea, and if your group would 
like to sponsor such a project for chap- 
ters in your area as a substitute for a 
conference or as a follow-up, names of 
the officers of other groups can be se- 
cured from your Inter-Varsity staff 
member or from national headquarters. 


While Praying? 





your business to keep your mind in the 
Presence of the, Lord. If it sometimes 
wanders and withdraws itself from Him, 
do not much disquiet yourself for that: 
trouble and disquiet serve rather to dis- 
tract the mind than to recall it; the will 
must bring it back in tranquillity. If you 
persevere with your whole strength, God 
will have pity on you. 

One way to recall the mind easily in 
the time of prayer, and persevere it 
more in tranquility is not to let it wander 
far at other times. You should keep it 
strictly in the Presence of God, and 
being accustomed to think of Him often, 
you will find it easy to keep your mind 
calm in the time of prayer or at least to 
recall it from its wanderings. 

I have told you already in my former 
letters of the advantages we may draw 
from this practice of the Presence of 
God, Let us set about it seriously, and 
pray for one another. 


To which a further suggestion may be 
added : try writing down items for prayer 
before beginning. Have the list before 
you as you pray, [Eds.] 


The true story of a boy brought up in a strong Chris- 


tian home, who lost his faith at college. 


What College Did to My Religion 


by Philip Wentworth 


WY ser I entered Harvard I was not 
only a Christian, I was also an 
avowed candidate for the ministry. Then 
for four years I underwent a process of 
mental readjustment which shook my lit- 
tle world to its foundation. Through it all 
only one thing was clear to me: if I could 
reconcile religion with intelligence, I 
knew that I could go on into my chosen 
career fortified by the experience; if I 
could not, every consideration of honor 
would compel me to make other plans. In 
the end I gave up the ministry. 


To say that college does something to 
the average student’s religion is to state 
a truth which will be conceded by anyone 
who has given the matter a moment’s 
thought. Nine young men and women 
out of every ten who will receive their 
degrees this June would probably admit, 
if they were called to testify, that educa- 
tion has acted as a poison to their faith. 
In many instances the virus generated by 
the reasoning processes induces only a 
mild distemper of skepticism, but in others 
it works like an acid, eating its way into 
the bump of credulity until in the end 
this estimable organ is completely cor- 
roded. Devout parents and clergymen 
have frequently observed this phenom- 
— and deplored it. When they discuss 

, however, as they often do, they betray 
a common failure to understand the intel- 
lectual chemistry which has produced this 
wholesale apostasy of the younger gene- 
ration, 


Because my crisis was so acute, I know 
what fundamental questions underlie the 
intellectual reorientation which has be- 
come an inevitable part of the college cur- 
riculum for every thinking student, From 
my own experience I can demonstrate 
why it is that education so often spells the 
end of orthodoxy. 


The environment in which I grew up 
was that of the typical middleclass Amer- 
ican home just after the turn of the cen- 
tury. I was born a good Presbyterian, 
and fittingly enough, predestination 
played an important role in my early life. 
Both of my parents were gentle, unaffect- 
ed, devoted Christians, and my father was 
an elder in the church. We lived in a 
small city of the Middle West, on the 
fringe of what H. L. Mencken calls “the 
Bible Belt.” Long before I could be aware 
of it myself, the double accident of par- 
entage and geography had shaped me for 
the service of God. 


Our neighborhood was made up of fam- 
ilies like mine. All social life was centered 
in the church and its activities. Our min- 
ister, who was an intimate friend of the 
family, was an upright old Scotsman, a 
living monument to all the Christian vir- 
tues. He had served our parish almost as 
long as anybody could remember, and his 
never-failing kindliness and charity made 
him universally beloved. 


Recollections of Family Prayers 

My earliest distinct recollection is of 
family prayers. This was a regular feat- 
ure of our daily life. After supper we 
would retire to the library, where my 
father, with wife and children gathered 
about him, would read a chapter from the 
Scriptures. Psalms and Proverbs were his 
favorite books, and he repeated them so 
often that I soon knew them by heart. 
After the reading came prayers, during 
which each little event of the day would 
be rehearsed and we would give thanks 
to God for all the good things we had en- 
joyed, 


It was natural that a child brought up 
in such a home should early come to think 
of the God who ruled over it, whose pres- 
ence was so imminently felt in every de- 
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partment of daily life, as one of his most 
intimate acquaintances. He was very real, 
this God of my childhood; as real as my 
father, and in fact quite like him. There 
was nothing sinister about Him, nothing 
to incite fear—except, of course, when | 
disobeyed Him. He was merely the head 
of the world as my father was head of our 
household. The ways of both were often 
inscrutable to me, but I never doubted 
their ultimate wisdom and their concern 
for my own good, 


These religious concepts were laid down 
in the Scriptures and were supported by 
a kind of evidence in every day life. God 
was constantly being moved by the pray 
ers of the just to repeat in our day the 
miracles He had performed in ancient 
times. Everyone who had eyes could see it 
for himself. Did not our pastor often in 
tercede for the recovery of the sick, and 
did they not usually get well? Did he 
not pray every Sunday that the President 
of the United States would be given wis- 
dom to lead the affairs of the nation, 
and was not our prosperity the manifest 
answer? It was all very simple and all 
very right, and surely the way of the 
transgressor was hard. 


It would hardly be possible to exagge- 
rate the importance of a wonder-working 
God in this Christian scheme of things 
which I took for granted with the air I 
breathed. Innumerable stories from the 
Bible, moreover, indicate that such a 
Deity was also taken for granted by every 
one of the Scriptural heroes from Adam 
down to John of Patmos. Through all the 
centuries of religious history this idea 
has persisted which would seem to indi- 
cate that a God who kicks over the traces 
of natural law and upsets the normal 
sequence of cause and effect occupies an 
important place—if not, indeed, the cen 
tral place—in Christian cosmology. 


This was the God of my childhood. 


I emphasize the importance of this God 
of magic because He is the source of most 
of the difficulties with which the churches 
now find themselves beset. They cannot 
give Him up and remain Christian; they 
cannot keep Him and retain the loyalty 
of educated people. It is a critical dilem- 
ma indeed. I was soon to face it in my 





Condensed from The Atlantic Monthly, 8 Ar- 
lington Street, Boston, with permission of 
author and publisher. 
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own life, but at the time of which I write 
I had no suspicion that it existed. 


Becomes Candidate for Ministry 

1 arrived at the age of eighteen com 
fortably adjusted to the Christian uni 
verse in which all things work together 
for good to them that love God. As I began 
to think seriously of what I should do 
with my life, everything pointed to the 
ministry as the ideal solution. Christian 
living was the way of happiness. And 
what better use could any man make of 
his powers than to devote them to the 
propagation of truth, so-that others who 
had been denied it might be led to share 
its beneficient effects? The decision hardly 
called for conscious effort. 

So in due course I went before the Pres 
bytery of the church, where, to the de 
light of my parents, I was accepted as a 
candidate for the ministry. The church to 
which we belonged published a little 
quarterly, and the next issue carried my 
picture with this word of explanation: 
“Philip E. Wentworth, who came before 
the Presbytery last spring, will start his 
college work this fall preparatory to en 
tering the Christian ministry.” 

Then Came College 

Before I went to college I was thorough 
ly at home in a universe which revolved 
about the central figure of an omnipotent 
Deity. In Cambridge I was suddenly 
plunged into another world. I found my- 
self breathing a wholly different atmos- 
phere. My teachers spoke a new language; 
their words were familiar enough, but the 
import of them was strange to me. It was 
essentially a difference in attitude and 
point of view. 

The change was first brought home to 
me in the study of history. To my mind 
the rise of Christianity out of the ashes 
of imperial Rome had seemed the material 
evidence of a transcendental truth—a 
revelation of the hand of God at work in 
the affairs of men. Not so to my profes 
sors. All events in history were manifesta- 
tions of cause and effect operating upon 
the natural level. The institutions of so 
ciety evolved according to orderly proces 
ses. Religion was itself subject to these 
processes. I shall never forget one lec 
ture which traced the evolution of God 
from the fierce, bloodthirsty Yahweh, tri 
bal Deity of a few Semitic nomads. 
through successive stages until He finally 
emerged in the New Testament as the 
gentle, merciful, forgiving Father of all 
mankind. 





In the course of time the impact of new 
knowledge, and especially knowledge of 
science and the scientific method, wrought 
great havoc with my original ideas, All 
things, it seemed, were subject to the laws 
of nature. This concept supplied my mind 
with a wholly new pattern into which my 
religious beliefs refused to fit. In such an 
orderly universe there seemed to be no 
place for a wonder-working God. He 
would be an outlaw, unthinkable, and im 
possible. The bottom dropped out of my 
world, and I wrestled with myself in a 
futile attempt to patch it up. 


What, then, about morals? Without an 
omnipotent Deity to reward virtue and 
punish evil, was “the good life” only an 
illusion? I could not believe it, yet I could 
think of no satisfactory answer. Life had 
lost its meaning. I was desolate. 


Perhaps, though, I could still rehabil- 
itate God by setting Him up as the First 
Cause—the moving power behind natural 
law. But there was small comfort in this 
thought. A God who had created the 
world and then left it to govern itself by 
natural law had hedged Himself about by 
barriers through which even He could not 
break. Prayers could not move Him. 
Though He might exist, He could not be 
of service to man. Obviously such a God 
would be too remote, too inaccessible for 
for the purposes of religion. 


When scientific notions are superim- 
posed upon a nicely rationalized system 
of religious beliefs, the God of Christian- 
ity becomes enclosed in a circle of natural 
law from which He cannot escape. He is 
deprived of His freedom to interfere with 
the normal sequence of cause and effect. 
He is no longer able to play the role of 
Cosmic Policeman, meting out vengeance 
and punishment to evildoers and offering 
protection and rewards to the just. The 
elaborate sanctions which religion has 
built up to enforce its code vanish into 
thin air. 


Thus, in the field of action, a conflict 
of primary importance is set up between 
Christianity ‘and scientific ideas. Mystic 
rites, sacrifice, supplication, and prayer 
are typical modes of religious behaviour, 
and they are conditioned by religious be 
liefs. People who have oriented themselves 
to a scientific universe go about their af 
fairs in other ways. 


Having reached these conclusions, I 
realized that if I was to continue to believe 
in the good life. I should have to look 


beyond the teachings of orthodoxy for my 
reasons. The supernatural had become 
meaningless. No longer able to lean upon 
the gods, I must learn to stand alone. 


A Letter from Dad 

It so happened that I stayed in the East 
each summer vacation and had not been 
home since I first entered Harvard as a 
freshman. Meanwhile, I had written in- 
numerable letters to my parents, ac- 
_——s them with all the successive 
changes which my ideas had undergone. 
They were sorely troubled. At first they 
contented themselves with giving me 
well-intentioned advice to pray and read 
my Bible constantly. If I did this, my 
doubts would surely pass, for God was 
testing me and would not desert me if | 
proved steadfast. When at last, toward the 
end of my sophomore year, I wrote them 
that prayer had lost its meaning, they con- 
cluded that they would have to take heroic 
measures to save me from myself. I re- 
ceived a long letter from my father. 


He was now convinced, he said, that my 
going to Harvard had been a ghastly 
mistake. Two years of it threatened to de- 
stroy the faith which had been instilled 
into me from birth. If I continued in my 
present course, he could never forgive 
himself for failing to heed the advice of 
our old pastor, who had foreseen exactly 
what had happened to me, He was con- 
vinced, hives, that it would be best for 
me to plan on not returning to Cambridge 
in the fall. If I preferred, he would be 
willing to let me do nothing at all the next 
year; I could stay at home and get my 
bearings anew. After that I could make a 
fresh start and go on with my studies at 
the Presbyterian college in Missouri, 
which he had now concluded was the 
proper place for me, Of course I was no 
longer a child to be governed wholly by 
others; I should have to make my own 
decisions and take the consequences, But 
in this important matter he urged me to 
consider well and be guided by his ma- 
turer judgment. 


Needless to say, this letter was very dis- 
turbing to me. I could understand and 
oa with my father’s feelings. But. 
much as I regretted to displease him, I 
could not ruthlessly suppress my own 
convictions. I wrote him to the effect and 
begged him to allow me to complete the 
studies which I had begun. I had seen 
enough of a progressive university and its 
methods of stimulating students to think 
for themselves to know that I should never 
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be able to bear the hothouse environment 
of a denominational college. After the in 
terchange of several letters my father 
finally capitulated, although he said it 
went sorely against his conscience. 

That third year at Harvard was much 
less distressing to my peace of mind than 
the first two had been. The uncertainties 
which new knowledge had bred no longer 
paralyzed me. Other certainties began to 
take form as I set about building up a 
tenable philosophy of my own. By the end 
of my junior year these ideas had begun to 
shake down and adjust themselves to the 
new pattern which my mind had accepted. 


Renounces Ministry 

It was now out of the question for me 
to entertain any hope that I might be 
able to reconcile my new philosophy of 
life with those religious assumptions 
which I had formerly taken for granted. 
I could not become a Christian minister. 
But I was still enrolled as a candidate 
for holy orders, and it was incumbent 
upon me to notify Presbytery of my with 
drawal, 


Back home our old pastor was dead, and 
a younger man who had formerly assisted 
him had taken his place. So to him I 
wrote, outlining the change in my beliefs 
just as I have explained it here, and ask- 
ing him to lay the matter before Presby- 
tery. Within a few days I received his 
answer. His letter was cordial and toler 
ant, but it demonstrated so conclusively 
the impotence of the church to deal with, 
or even to understand, the problem of my 
generation that I shall quote it. 


“I need not tell you how sorry I am 
that you have had to go through this 
crisis. Most of us, some time o¢ other in 
our college lives, have had to face the very 
problems that are yours. If a man thinks 
at all, such questions are bound to tor- 
ment him sooner or later. Knowing you as 
I do, 1 am sure that you have been honest 
in facing them. Still, it is the way a man 
answers that really matters; his doubts 
may always either make him or break 
him. 


“T shall not attempt to debate the points 
which you have raised. You ought to 
know already how faith can move such 
mountains of doubt as the unguided rea 
son may build up. There is only one 


34 





thought that I should like to place be- 
fore you. As you have been looking at 
the fact of Christianity from the point of 
view of a personal God, have you been ab- 
solutely fair in seeking the proof on both 
sides? By that I mean, have you been 
reading your Bible, praying, and trying 
to believe, or have you just taken the ex- 
ternal view that it cannot be so, and tried 
to prove that by your thought and read 
ing? Not one of us could keep his faith 
in any vital matter if he listened only 
to those who argue logic or reason, al- 
though there is logic in it and a man has 
to have a reason for the faith that is with- 
in him.” 


There is something very touching in 
the manifest sincerity of such an appeal. 
But what good is it to urge a man to pray 
when the whole system of religious con 
ceptions has lost its validity for him? 


Though I Am an Apostate . . . 

My ideas have undergone no important 
modification in the years since gradua 
tion. Subsequent studies have confirmed 
me in the point of view which I have in 
dicated here, and I remain irretrievably 
lost to religion. This is a source of perm 
anent chagrin to my family. The years 
have tended to cover over the wound, to 
the extent that we never discuss the differ 
ence in our opinions; but underneath the 
tacit acceptance of our disagreement | 
know that my parents nurse a secret hurt 
too deep for time to heal, In their prayers 
and meditations I am sure that while they 
live they will not cease to plead with their 
God for my redemption. 


Thus it will appear from my little his 
tory that we members of the skeptical 
younger generation are a problem. It is an 
inevitable consequence of America’s gen: 
erous passion for education. Thousands of 
young men and women go to college each 
year from homes more or less like mine, 
to return changed beyond recognition in 
all their ideas. 


Though I am an apostate, I must admit 
that it gives me no satisfaction to realize 
what a large company of young men and 
women now share the label with me. But 
I see no help for it. The Church has lost its 
power to move us. Its conceptions seem as 
unreal to my generation as the gods of 
ancient Greece. 
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The Spartan Christian Fellowship of MICH- 
IGAN STATE COLLEGE, East Lansing, 
passes on a couple of suggestions for interest- 
ing meetings. (1) A personal contact pro- 
gram, One member of the group took the 
position of an unbeliever and asked the 
other members of the group questions often 
asked by non-Christians. Various members of 
the group gave suggestions until a satisfactory 
answer was found. (2) At the weekly meeting 
preceding the missionary meeting, students 
were asked to write down any question they 
had concerning the life and work of a mis- 
sionary. These questions were passed on to 
the missionary speaker for the next week, 
Rev. Harold Street of the Sudan Interior 
Mission who planned his message to answer 
these specific questions 


A new group at ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OI 
TECHNOLOGY has begun a daily prayer 
period at 12:00 to 1:00 p. m. with students 
coming whenever they are able during that 
time. UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO chapter 


reached three Christian under-graduates 


through posters 


New groups just getting under way are 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, St. Louis; 
HARRIS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE, St 
Louis; IOWA STATE TEACHERS COL- 
LEGE, Cedar Falls; and KANSAS STATI 
COLLEGE 


A recent ‘Intercollegiate Press Bulletin’ gives 
this interesting item of news: “Concrete evi- 
dence of American young people’s interest in 
China is given in the phenomenal registra- 
tion of 200 students of Syracuse University 
in a non-credit Chinese language course. In- 
stead of the usual 20 to 30 classroom regis- 
tration expected, 182 students paid registra- 
tion fees at the opening session, and an addi- 
tional 18, unable to attend the first class, 
registered for the course.”’ 


The TEACHERS’ CHRISTIAN FELLOW 
SHIP of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, had a 
winter conference for teachers of that area 
The primary aim was to acquaint Christian 


teachers wth the work of this group and 
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to interest them in attending its regular meet- 
ings. Dr. Fritsch, professor of English Bible 
at Muhlenberg College, Allentown, spoke on 
the first chapter of Genesis, and Dr. Ralph 
Turnbull gave a challenging message on the 
responsibilities of the Christian teacher 
Fifty-seven teachers attended and a number 
of them have ceme to the monthly Bible 


study meetings 


UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA made good use 
of staff member Irene Webster-Smith in her 
visit there some time ago; she attended 
a business meeting; directed the Tuesday 
Bible study; spoke at a contact meeting, 
which attracted a large group because of Miss 
Webster-Smith’s Japanese background; and 
led in devotions at their “highbrow” semi- 


formal party 


General Sir William Dobbie will be speaking 
at the UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, Los 
Angeles, to a_ presidential convocation on 
May 8. He is speaking at the UNIVERSITY 
OF WASHINGTON on April 26, and possib- 
ly to some of the castern universities later in 
the spring. Attendance at the Dobbie meet- 
ing in Hill Auditorium, UNIVERSITY OF 
MICHIGAN, Ann Arbor, in February is esti- 
mated at 4500, Students—especially army 
and navy men—secmed impressed by his will- 
ingness to give his testimony to such a gather- 


ing 


Two girls at the TEXAS STATE COLLEGE 
FOR WOMEN, Denton, were studying the 
Bible in their dorm room one evening. A 
knock on the door brought in an unsaved 
friend from down the hall. Invited to join in 
the study, she refused at first, but later she 
returned and studied with them with avid 
interest. Before the session ended, the friend 
from down the hall expressed a keen desire 
to accept Christ, and with a bit more help 


from the Word, she did 


REEDLEY JUNIOR COLLEGE, California, 
Christian fellowship group call themselves the 
Cloc Club” using the initials of their motto 
Christ living on Campus 





y NIVERSITY OF TORONTO MEDS 
Christian Fellewship group is having a 
series of meetings on special missions. Such 
relevant topics as the qualifications and ac- 
complishments needed by the missionary and 
the future of medical missions will be consid- 
ered. Mr. Moore of the China Inland Mission 
addressed the first meeting 


MINNESOTA held a 
recently at the Union on 
Minnesota's Agricultural Campus. About 125 


UNIVERSITY Ol 


Traveler's Party 


students attended and, according to one re- 
port, it was ‘‘one of the big successes of the 
chapter.” Name tags were logs of paper 

taken from a Travel Log. Boston, Mass., pro- 
vided the beans fo: a forfeit game; Richmond, 
Va., the southern songs; Palm Beach, Florida, 
a water relay. A group of active games was 
followed by lunch and a devotional period 
led by Dr. Elizabeth 


visor of the chapter 


Carlson, faculty ad 


has been received that Lt. Howarth 


Word 
E, Taylor, formerly listed as “Missing in Ac- 
has now been reported a prisoner of 


Germany. We 


tion, 


war in praise God for this 
news and pray that the Lord will be very 


close to Lt. Taylor during these trying days 


Under 
Christian Midshipmen at Ft 


the leadership of Lt. Herb Lindgren, 
Schuyler have 
been meeting week for prayer and 
Bible study 
mect together regularly and tind this fellow- 


ship spiritually stimulating. (See cut). 


every 


About fifteen or twenty fellows 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS followed their 
distribution of tracts to the student body 
with posters placed on the bulletin boards of 
each building. Then they printed 12,000 
blotters and distributed them to the campus 
bookstores to be given free of charge to stu- 
dents purchasing books. A check-up showed 
that all the blotters had been taken, so 5000 
more are being printed to keep chapter meet- 
ings constantly before the University stu- 
dents 


HIS has just received word of the existence 
of a “Nurses’ Christian Fellowship of South 
Atrica” 
Transvaal, South Africa 
Hester Withey, a HIS reader, this is “a na- 


with headquarters in Johannesburg, 
According to Miss 


tional organization of genuine spiritual char- 
acter 


Alex Henderson, medical 
South 
Mission, and former Inter-Varsity executive 
at the University of Toronto, carries a chal- 
lenge to Inter-Varsity students. “You can 
take it from me—as far as my short experi- 


A letter from Dr 


missionary under the Africa General 


the mission 
It is per- 
haps more true today than it was some years 
back because we are much more under the 
control of the government of the country than 


ence opinion is worth it—that 


field needs well-trained personnel 


were missions 50 years ago. This brings us 
into more frequent contact with government 
officials who respect education. Furthermore 
they are demanding specialists in mission 
schools ; 
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